
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2019 

7:30 PM 

 

 

 

Present: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Steve Engel, Duane Goebel, Scott Groth and Stephanie Kibler 

 

Absent: None 

 

Visitors: Star Eagle Reporter Jim Lutgens, Robert & Lois Snow 

 

Also in attendance: Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg and Maintenance Josh Otto  

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Russell Goette. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

The Agenda for the evening was approved on a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Consent Items 

A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Steve Engel to accept the amended minutes adding Scott Groth 

as being in attendance at the regular Meeting on 4- 25-19, Financial Reports and Claims. Motion carried. 

 

Public Input:  Robert & Lois Snow were recognized next.  They shared a building plan of a detached double garage 

that they would like to put up on the back side of their exiting home.  They will be removing their current 1 stall 

garage.  The driveway will be the same width off the property line that it is currently.   He also asked where he could 

put a dumpster and a storage shed while this is being done.  It was suggested to contact his next door neighbor to see if 

he could put it just inside the property line for the short time.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve 

Engel to approve the Certificate of Compliance Zoning Permit.  Motion carried. LeeAnn will have this ready on Friday 

for them to pick up.  

 

Reports: 

Maintenance Update:    

Josh asked about the street projects as he received a call from Ullands on this.  It was shared that we have not heard 

back from Bolton & Menk on the project and also the square footage.  

 

Next we discussed the quote from P &R Construction as follows in the amount of $12,278.00: 

1. Water main Labor, equipment and materials to cap water main $1,100.00 

2. Storm sewer Labor, equipment and material to install storm sewer around city hall. $4,958.00  

3. Miscellaneous Labor, equipment and material to repair suck hole around storm Manhole $1,670.00  

4. Miscellaneous Readjust sanitary manhole casting $900.00 

5. Drain tile Labor, equipment and material to install 4" drain tile along west side of 1st street $3,650.00 

After discussing this it was decided that the best plan would be to do the whole project.  A motion was made by Scott 

Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the $12,278.00 bid to do the work.  Motion carried. 

 

Next, Josh shared that he had gotten a job application from John Hanna to help with seasonal summer work.  He would 

be available on Mondays and weekends.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Duane Goebel to hire John 

Hanna up to 15 hours per week.  Motion carried.  We will look at the pay equity to determine his pay. 

 

Next Josh shared that Steve Speltz from the MPCA was here and viewed his reports.  They also went and looked at the 

ponds.  Mr. Speltz shared that everything looked good as far as the mowing and rock at the ponds.  He did share that 

every time that we discharge we should be doing a calibration also.   
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Next we discussed the blade for the Backhoe.  It was discussed that we are not sure that we need this right now. 

  

Clerk Items:   

Next LeeAnn shared that the applications for the City Clerk will be posted until Friday 5-17-19 at 4:00 pm.  She is 

wondering when the council would like to get together to review them.  After discussion is was decided that they will 

meet on Saturday May, 18, 2019 at 8:30 am to review the applications. 

 

Next the City Clerk/Treasurer job description has been updated but has not been approved and we will need to approve 

the job description.   A motion was made by Scott Groth and second By Steve Engel to approve the City 

Clerk/Treasurer Job description.  Motion carried.  

 

Next LeeAnn shared that she had inquired about changing the pay periods to bi-weekly vs semi-monthly.  There is 

nothing that says we cannot do this but that it is best to do this at the beginning of a year. 

 

Lee Ann also checked at the First National Bank about direct deposit for payroll.  They shared that this would be too 

much of a cost to be effective for the City with only a few people that would use it.  They did have another option of 

doing this as a bill pay but that is really not a good option as we need to issue the checks through the payroll system. 

 

Lee Ann shared that she has received a letter from Steele County that states if we would like to apply for money for 

2020 that the letter and the 2019 budget or the proposed 2020 budget needs to be sent in by June 28, 2019.  She will 

work on this and get it sent in. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

Consent Items Pulled for Consideration: Nothing. 

 

Morton Building update: This topic is on hold. No updates 

 

Service Master Bill: No updates from the City Attorney yet. 

 

Codification Manual:  Lee Ann shared that in conversation with the City Attorney we can set a date after May 28
th
.  

We will meet on Thursday, June 6
th
 at 7:00 pm.  Lee Ann will let him know. 

 

204 5
th
 Avenue Building Structure: No updates from the City Attorney yet 

 

Abatement Proposal Mayor Goette:  Mayor Goette shared that per Marty Walsh he did not think that we needed to talk 

with the County.  It was suggested that we talk to County Commissioner Brady. 

  

Blade for the Backhoe:  This was discussed during the maintenance update. 

 

Generator Quote:  This was tabled as there were questions on this and Josh was not here to answer the questions.  We 

will discuss this at the next meeting. 

 

Fire Hall Door:  This was discussed but needed to talk with Logan to see if the Fire Department would cover the 

difference. 

 

Rose Drive Country View Estates:  Bolton & Menk are putting together information on the possible road projects.  We 

will get the costs once we get the information from Bolton & Menk 

 

Water Main Well (City Office):  We discussed during the maintenance update. 

 

Ford Tractor Ad:  We will put this in the paper with sealed bids once the tractor is up and running. 

 

New Business: 

Fence at 305 4
th
 Ave W:   Lee Ann shared that the property owners at 304 4

th
 Ave would like to put up a fence.  They 

met the setback guideline.  This was approved.  Lee Ann will get the Certificate of Compliance Zoning Form.  
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Mayor/Council Updates: 

Mayor Goette shared that he had a request to have the minutes put on the website. 

 

Next he would like to have the Ellendale Days events put on the website.  Lee Ann shared that they are stilling 

finalizing these events and once done it will get added to the website. 

 

Council Member Scott Groth asked about the Sequoia bid for the mulch at the park.  After discussion it was decided on 

a motion by Scott Groth and second by Duane Goebel to approve the bid from Sequoia.  Motion Carried. 

 

Next Scott shared an issue with parking by the school during an event where the sheriff office was called for a vehicle 

parked a little ways into the property owner’s driveway.  

 

Next it was asked where we are at with the remodeling in the kitchen.  Stephanie shared that we should have the 

engineering report soon. 

 

Council Member Engel shared the updated budget report with the council.  He suggested that we use the $10,000 for 

the furnace to cover the doors in the fire hall. 

 

Council Member Stephanie Kibler shared that other cities are working on putting in sand volleyball.  We should check 

into what the cost of this would be. 

 

Council Member Duane Goebel had nothing further to report. 

 

Motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 

9:13 pm 

 

 

 

______________________________                    __________________________  

LeeAnn Hojberg, City Clerk    Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


