
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING, 

THURSDAY, MAY 10
TH

, 2018 
 

 
Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Scott Groth, Steve Engel, Duane Goebel and Stephanie Kibler 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Visitors: Star Eagle Reporter Melanie, Rebecca Charles (CEDA) & Mark & Mari Jorisson 

 

Also in attendance: Lee Ann Hojberg & MLS Manager Ralph Diaz 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Goette at 7:30 pm. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda was approved with a motion by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler. Motion carried. 

 

Mark & Marie Jorisson were recognized.  Mark explained that they are here to get a Certificate of Compliance to put up a 

shed on their property.  He shared that the current garage is 26’ deep and the shed would be 20’ deep and would be 14’ 

wide.  The shed would be able to hold 60 - 90 lbs. of snow.  This shed will come already built and be put on skids.  The 

double door will be facing the road.  He also shared that he has removed his sidewalk from the front of his house and will 

be filling in this with dirt and leveling it off.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to issue Mark 

& Marie Jorisson a Certificate of Compliance for the shed.  Motion Carried.  Lee Ann will complete the Certificate of 

Compliance form on Friday morning for them. 

 

Liquor Store Manager Ralph Diaz was recognized next.  He shared that he would like to possibly start bagging his own ice 

using our ice machine.  Currently, we are purchasing our ice from Waterville Ice.  They provide us with an ice freezer to 

store the ice in.  Russ shared a concern as to if our ice machine could keep up.  Ralph felt that it could.  He would have the 

cooks and possible bartenders fill the bags of ice during their down time.  He feels that this will save us money.  He will 

look into the costs associated with this. 

 

Next he shared that the grill filters have been changed and it still is shutting down.  They have removed the venting and it 

is now working. 

 

Rebecca Charles from CEDA was recognized next.  She shared that there have been a few inquiries of the Woodstream 

building but one issue that keeps coming up is sprinkler systems.  They are also not sharing names at this time either. 

 

Next Rebecca shared that the grant for the Basketball court was turned in on time and we will hear back from this in 

August sometime. 

 

She is also working on the EMS grant for the power lifting equipment.  She is waiting to hear back from Stryker as they 

have internal grants for this lifting equipment. 

 

Rebecca has also been looking into playground equipment as 2 of diggers at the park are broken.  We found them for 

between $400 - $500 dollars each.   She is going to reach out to Steele Waseca Coop Electric to see if they would donate 

money for these. A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler to have Rebecca look into this for us.  

Motion carried. 

 

Russ asked about grant for the masks for Josh to go in to the storm/man holes.  Duane shared that it was the meter that was 

needed.  Rebecca will do further looking into this. 

 

Rebecca and Mayor Goette have meet to discuss the home show that was held in March.  They would like to get together 

with others that were there.  They also felt that we need to have something that people can take away with them.  It was 

discussed about possibly doing a coupon book to hand out to the people.  This would possibly bring people to town.  It was 
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discussed that we need to decide if we want to do this and what we want in the coupon book.  This is something than can 

be done rather inexpensively.  We will continue to think on this. 

 

Next Ellendale Days were discussed.  It was asked about putting up a booth at the park displaying/promoting the possibility 

of putting in a new basketball court.  This would be a sign that this is a goal of the city depending on getting the grant. 

 

Next Stephanie Kibler asked if we have any AED’s within the city.  Mayor Goette shared that the Ambulance is putting on 

at the Community Center and also in the Geneva Community Center.    Stephanie Kibler shared that Allina has grants 

available to communities for AED.  Do we want to try to get more AED for the City? 

 

Rebecca reminded the council of the Annual CEDA meeting in St Charles on Thursday May17, 2018 from 10:00 am to 

1:00 pm.  

 

Next were clerk items:  Next LeeAnn shared a letter from John Deere on our lawn mower lease.  The lease is up in August 

of 2018.  What needs to be done?  It was shared that Josh had already ordered the new mower.  Lee Ann will talk to Josh. 

 

Lee Ann shared the City Wide Clean-up day went well.  We will do the same thing again next year. 

 

The agreement between the City and Josh Otto for the use of his 4 wheeler was next.  A motion was made by Stephanie 

Kibler and second by Duane Goebel to approve the agreement contract.  Motion carried.  

 

Next the pay equity information was shared.  It was shared that we increase step 5 by 3% and that Step 1 would now be the 

starting wage.  This will allow room for pay increases.  A motion was made by Duane Goebel and second by Steve Engel.  

Motion Carried. 

 

LeeAnn shared that Jaguar has been in and was asking questions about our needs.  They will get a quote back to us in about 

2 weeks. 

 

The claims were presented next in the amount of $19,614.97. After discussion, a motion was made by Scott Groth to pay 

the claims as presented. This was second by Duane Goebel. Motion carried. 

 

Next the council reviewed the budget reports.    No questions. 

 

The Minutes for the April 25, 2018 Trunk Hwy 30/Codification meeting were discussed next.  After review, a motion was 

made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion Carried. 

 

Next the Minutes for the April 26, 2018 Regular Council meeting were discussed.  After review, a motion was made by 

Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mayor items:  

 

First Mayor Goette shared with the council that the property at 516 Radel Court possibly has a water leak and that there is 

no one living there. We are thinking that we should possibly shut the water off at the curb stop.  We will try to find out 

more details but possibly have Josh turn this off. 

 

Mayor Goette shared that the youth at First Lutheran would like to do a group project.  They would be willing to paint at 

the park.  Josh will get in contact with the youth director. 

 

Next Mayor Goette asked when we should be doing mosquito spraying.  It was shared that last year we did this just before 

Ellendale Days so that it would help with the mosquitos. 

 

Open discussion:   

 

Council Member Scott Groth asked about the blue container sitting behind a resident’s home.  Is this in the alley?  If so, it 

needs to be moved. This will be looked into. 
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Council Member Steve Engel shared with the Council that he talked to Shannon Sweeny and he shared that we should still 

approach PFA and also talk to the representatives about funding for Trunk Hwy 30.  If we don’t get this it would be about a 

25% increase in water rates.  He also asked Shannon if we could pay off the Regions loan with tax levy money and that we 

can.  Shannon shared to be careful with this doing this until we know what we are going to be doing.  He felt the best 

option would be to hold off until 2026 or 2027 if we can.  Steve will talk to Eric Haefner again. 

 

 Council Member Stephanie Kibler had nothing for this meeting 

 

Council Member Duane Goebel asked about the POD storage.  It was shared that our offer was made to Sequoia but we 

have not heard anything back. 

 

Duane asked about the fence up on 5
th
 Street S.  It was shared that we Ok’d that with a variance back last fall.  But, that 

Sonic Concrete will be doing the Curb work for $1,800.00. 

  

A motion was made by Duane Goebel to adjourn the meeting, second by Stephanie Kibler. Motion carried  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________                      05-10-2018 

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk             Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


