
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, JULY 12, 2018 
 

 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Scott Groth and Stephanie Kibler 

 

Absent:  Steve Engel & Duane Goebel 

 

Visitors: Star Eagle (Melanie), Keith Langlie, Sylvia Archer, Mark Skroch, Steele County Times (Dennis Marshall), Alissa 

Oeltjenbruns & Sheriff Lon Thiele 

 

Also in attendance: Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg, Fire Chief Logan Busho 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Goette at 7:30 pm. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda was approved with a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheriff Thiele was recognized.  He shared he was here as a visitor.   

 

Mark Skroch was recognized.  Mark shared he felt that with the good employees that we have, the city should be doing 

more (cost of living raise) with their pay.  This would recognize the good job they are doing.  He also questioned if there is 

a way that other cities can get by without following pay equity could we possibly do this also.  Stephanie Kibler share that 

the city just recently adjusted the pay equity scale so that we can give raises to the employees. 

 

Next Alissa Oeltjenbruns from Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) was recognized. Alissa was here to share 

information about SMIF.  She shared that they are working on expanding their entrepreneurship so that business can 

expand.  Also, Smart Start is working with new and existing businesses. 

 

One other area that all cities are in need of is childcare.  She shared that in Ellendale there is a shortage  of spot for about 

30 children for daycare.  There will be meetings in Mankato and Rochester to address this if anyone is interested in going. 

 

She also shared that SMIF helps with Community Vitality which keeps dollars in your home town.  SMIF is hoping that 

the City of Ellendale will do donor support for 2019. 

 

Next Logan Busho was recognized.  He thanked the City for the locker contributions.  The lockers have been order and 

should be here in the next week.  The fire hall walls will be washed in the next few days.  Then they will paint the walls 

and assemble the lockers. 

 

Next Logan shared that they had batteries that were getting old on trucks so they have had to replace them.  Also, they have 

had a few fixes that needed to be made on the trucks.  Also, a set of boots were ruined and needed to be replaced. 

 

Logan shared we are currently 1 fireman short from being fully staffed.  We are still in the running for the grant.  They are 

also still working on selling the 1 truck.  They have had a couple of cities interested but so far nothing has come of this. 

 

Clerk items: 

Lee Ann brought forward Resolution 07-12-18-01 for the hiring of election judges for the upcoming Primary and General 

Elections.  On a Motion by Stephanie Kibler with a second by Scott Groth to approve list of election judges in Resolution 

07-12-18-01.  Motion carried 

 

Next Lee Ann asked about election judge pay.  Other areas are paying $15.00 per hour.  A motion was made by Scott 

Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve paying $15.00 to the election judges.  Motion Carried. 
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Next was Resolution 07-12-18-02 for placing Ballot Question on General Election.  On a Motion by Stephanie Kibler with 

a second by Scott Groth to approve Resolution 07-12-18-02 the placing a question on the General Election ballot.  Motion 

carried 

 

Resolution 07-12-18-03 the ballot question to be added to the General Election was next discussed.  On a Motion by Scott 

Groth with a second by Stephanie Kibler to approve Resolution 07-12-18-03 for the Ballot question on the General 

Election ballot.  Motion carried 

 

Next Lee Ann shared that National Night Out is coming up on Tuesday August 7, 2018.  Last year we held this from 5:30 

pm – 7:30 pm.   What times this year do we want to do this?  We will do the same times.  We will have the Fire 

Department, Ambulance, Steele County Sheriff’s office.  The Lions club will be once again grilling hot dogs.  The City 

will be providing Root Beer Floats.  Stephanie will help with the poster again this year.  Russ will talk to Matt Arthur to 

see if he would provide music again.  Stephanie is also going to see if she can get some face painting also.  We will bring 

the basketball poster up to the park so the public can see what we are working towards. 

 

Sheriff Thiele shared that he will check to see if he has posters or color books that could be handed out that evening also. 

 

Next the claims were presented next in the amount of $66,478.66.  After discussion a motion was made by Scott Groth to 

pay the claims as presented. This was second by Stephanie Kibler.  Motion carried. 

 

Next the financial papers were discussed.  No questions. 

  

The Minutes for the June 28, 2018 regular council meeting were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by 

Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth to approve the 6-28-18 minutes as presented. Motion Carried 

 

Mayor items:  

Mayor Russ Goette shared he talked with Ryan Johnson as he wants to widen his approach to his garage so that we can 

park his cars in the driveway.  Council discussed that and shared that they felt that this could be done but it would be at his 

expense and that he will need to follow the ordinances by having gravel/rock where he is going to be parking his vehicle.  

Mayor Goette will get back to Ryan. 

 

Next Mayor Goette asked about being able to pay bills online.  Lee Ann shared that she has received some information on 

this from a business that would not charge the city but would charge the payees.  Before moving forward we will want to 

check into how this works so that we make sure that we do not have issues determining who paid what.  

 

Next Russ discussed the Part-time Maintenance position.  We need to get Josh some help for up to about 20 hours per 

week.  Mayor Goette shared that Josh is mowing between 25-30 hours per week.  After discussion a motion was made by 

Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth to post this internally from Friday 7-13-18 until 4:00 pm on Wednesday 7-25-

2018.   

 

Open discussion:   

Council Member Stephanie nothing for this meeting 

 

Council Member Scott Groth asked about building permits when they expire who handles this.  Do they know that they 

expire?  This is something that is monitored by Steele County. 

 

Sheriff Thiele did share with the council that there are people in the county blacktopping driveways and after a couple of 

days it washes away.  He shared that they are not using actual asphalt but recycled asphalt. 

 

A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

 

______________________________                      07-12-2018 

Lee Ann Hojberg, Clerk/Treasurer                   Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


