
 

 

MINUTES OF ELLENDALE CITY COUNCIL  

CODIFICATION/TRUNK HWY 30 WORK SESSION,  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2018 

7:00 PM CITY OFFICE 

 

 
Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Steve Engel, Scott Groth, Stephanie Kibler & 

Duane Goebel 

 

Absent:  none 

 

Visitors – Eric Haefner 

 

Also in attendance:  Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg  

 

Mayor Goette called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 

 

Mayor Goette shared updates from the last meeting he attended on Trunk Hwy 30 project for 2021.  MN 

Dot has come back with a change of plans.  The MN Dot policy is that roads will be 44’ not 51’ as 

previously stated.  They did say that we can keep Hwy 30 at 48’ instead of 44’.  The cost will be 100% 

MN Dots’ for the 2 12’ driving lanes and 90% of the 2 12’ parking lanes.  The City would need to cover 

the other 10% of the 12’ parking lanes.  Anything wider than 48’ would be 100% the cities cost.   

 

It was also shared that the ADA sidewalks would need to be level with the business doors.  This is 100% 

MN Dots’ costs.  They have also talked about bump outs by Lerbergs corner. Per Paul Zaeger the city 

does not necessarily need to go with the bump outs.  It was also shared that per the state, traffic does not 

warrant turn lanes within the city.   

 

Another option that was discussed was to just do the downtown area to 51’ and leave the rest of the town 

at 48’.  Mr Zaeger was ok with this but would need to contact the main office on this. 

 

The new estimate on the cities cost was that it would be $100,000 to $150,000 not the $350,000 that was 

previously quoted.  Mr Zaeger also shared that there are risk factors built into these numbers. 

 

It was shared that MN Dot does not want to make any changes on the east side of the railroad tracks. 

 

The council talked and shared that they do not want any bike lanes, bump outs and no turn lanes through 

town.   

 

Steve and Eric Haefner from Bolton & Menk shared that if we do the reconstruct MN Dot will pay the 

storm sewer and the city may only have to pay 5-10% of this.  It was shared that the crown may not be in 

the middle of the road and that there may be a catch basin every block to take care of the water. 

 

Eric also shared on the reconstruct MN Dot will pay 2% of the cost of the project (approx. $90,000) to 

spend on amenities.  They will also pay 50% of the light poles as long as they are cobra lightening. If we 

decide to do something different that cobra lightening they will still pay the 50% of the cost for Cobra 

lighting and the city would pay the rest.  Trees being removed would be at their cost. 

 

Also, Steve shared that Paul Zaeger stated the Ellendale sign east of town would need to be moved and 

that would be at their cost.    MN Dot is currently working on a letter of intent with the road being 51’ 

wide. 
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Eric Haefner suggested talking with Shannon Sweeney on what the city would be able to do for 

financing.  Eric also shared that the city would most likely not qualify for the PFA loan.   It was also 

suggested talking to the House and Senate Representatives for our town to see if we can get this into the 

bonding bill for 2020.   

 

On a mill and overlay the cost of $450.000 would be the Cities and on a reconstruct the cost would be 

$475,000 to the City.   If we do the water mains that cost would be approximately $250,000 more.   So, 

the total would be $750,000 or more.   The whole project would be close to 1 million dollars.  The 

consensus is that the City at this time cannot handle this type of cost.  We will continue to work with 

Shannon Sweeny, the League of Minnesota Cities and CEDA to see if there are any options out there for 

us. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________                      04-25-2018___  

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk/Treasurer                      Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


