
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY JANUARY 10, 2019 

 

 
 

Mayor Russell Goette called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  

 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Duane Goebel, Scott Groth, Stephanie Kibler and Steve 

Engel. 

 

Absent: None  

 

Visitors – BP Times Reporter (Dennis Marshall), Star Eagle Reporter (Jim Lutgens), Keith Langlie, Laura Heine & 

Linda Leech (JR Achievement) 

 

Also in attendance:  Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg and Fire Chief Logan Busho 

 

 Meeting was called to Order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Goette 

 

City Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg gave the oath of office to the Mayor Russell Goette, and Council Members Scott Groth 

& Stephanie Lageson Kibler 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

The Agenda for the evening was approved with amendment to close the meeting at the end of the meeting to discuss 

the MLS contract on a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel.  Motion carried. 

 

Next Linda & Laura from Jr. Achievement were recognized.  They explained that they are here to share information 

about Jr. Achievement and what it is all about.   This is a non-profit program that goes into the schools to help the 

student learn to be successful in the working environment.  The program has step by step instructions for each class 

level.  They shared handouts with the council.  Time commitment is 30-45 minutes a week for 5 weeks.  Jr. 

Achievement is now being offered at the NRHEG Elementary school and they hope to get into the Middle and High 

school at some time.   They are looking for volunteers for the 2 volunteers in 1
st
 grade and 2 volunteers in 4

th
 grade 

classes.  They have served 6000 students so far.  It was shared there will be a fundraiser on Feb 1st in Owatonna for 

Jr. Achievement.  It was also asked if they have a social media page and if this is something that could be put on 

there that they are looking for volunteers. 

 

Next was Resolution 01-10-19-01 Ellendale City Appointments.  Mayor Goette asked if anyone had any questions 

on the appointments he had made.  Stephanie Kibler asked about switching official papers from Start Eagle to the 

BP Times.  She also shared that more people are switching from the Star Eagle to the BP Times.  Jim Lutgens asked 

to share his comments.  He shared that he is very dedicated to the City and would want them to stay.  After 

discussion by the council a motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to accept Resolution 01-10-

19-01 City of Ellendale Appointments as presented.  Motion carried.  The Council will do more research on this 

going forward for 2020. 

 

Next was Resolution 01-10-19-02 - 2019 Fee Schedule.  It was asked about the liquor license being added to this.  

LeeAnn shared that we do not need to add this to the fee schedule at this time.  We will need to get the ordinance 

updated and look into what fees we want to charge.  A motion was made by Duane Goebel and second by Stephanie 

Lageson Kibler to approve Resolution 01-10-19-02  - 2019 Fee Schedule.  Motion carried. 
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Fire Department:   

Logan Busho was next on the agenda.  He shared the 2018 year-end statistics.  There were 64 calls.  Dustin 

Burshem made 54 of the 64 calls, Chris Olson received the Random act of Kindness Award, Nolan McGowan 

received the 2018 MVP awards, and Roger Larson was honored for his years of service.  They had 3 fire fighters 

retire: Mark Lee, Al Lee & Roger Larson. 

 

Logan shared the Jordyn Roseker has moved back to Ellendale and will rejoin the fire department.  He has gone 

through all his training.  There will be elections held on Monday February 4
th
 at 6:30 pm.  There were a couple of 

changes to positions.   The will have the following positions: Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, Captain Training, 

Caption Safety, Lieutenant Secretary & Lieutenant. 

 

They have also ordered 5 helmets that needed to be replaced.  The Rescue Truck has a bad seal.  The part will be 

ordered and Logan will fix this as this is a truck that we cannot take out of service.  Next Logan shared that there are 

about ½ of the lights out in the fire halls.  Also, he asked about getting the outside lights fixed so that when they 

come to a fire call this lights could be on.  Lee Ann will have Josh look into this. 

 

Logan shared that they were turned down for the extractor but are looking at purchasing a washing machine instead.  

Other area fire departments are using washing machines. 

 

Air Pacs have been ordered and are out 12-16 weeks.  We are also waiting on the Otto Bremer grant and should 

know the results by 2-27-2019. 

 

Mayor Goette shared that we are still working on the information to move the building into the city.  He shared that 

he was in contact with Mr. Senske and should be able to get keys in a few weeks to get into the building to look at 

this. 

 

Clerk Items:   

Need to set up the last codification work session.  We will meet on Monday January 14, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

 

The 2019 Meeting schedule was discussed.  Our 2
nd

 meeting in November falls on Thanksgiving Day.  We will 

reschedule this for Tuesday, 11-26-2019. Will update schedule and resend this to the Council. 

 

Next on the agenda was an update on the Morton building.  Duane Goebel shared the information that was send to 

him by Morton Builders on the cost for the floor heat with a cost of $23,000.  We will look into this further.  Steve 

Engel shared a price from Jensen heating & A/C and there cost came in much lower at approximately $8,800.  We 

will keep both and discuss at a later day. 

 

LeeAnn shared that the vacuum cleaner used in the Community Center is not working.  Not sure what is wrong.  We 

have fixed this a couple of times.  Lee Ann shared some costs for a new commercial vacuum cleaner.  It was also 

shared that this one is not a commercial vacuum.  Scott will look at this vacuum before we make a decision to 

purchase a new one. 

 

Since we are done with the TIF agreement the fund needed to be moved from the TIF fund to the General fund.  

LeeAnn did this at the end of 2018.  A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve 

the moving from the TIF fund to the General fund on 12-28-2018.  Motion approved. 

 

Next a discussion was had about the parking on 7
th
 Ave between 4

th
 street and 5

th
 street.  A recent accident occurred 

while a person was backing out of a driveway.  It was shared that the no parking signs from here to corner have 

been put in place.  Not sure how else to handle this so we will need to think about what we can do. 

 

Next Lee Ann asked about the new proposed agenda for 2019.  Council was Ok with this so we will start using this 

on 1-24-2019.  Scott asked about changing meeting times from 7:30 to 7:00.  We will look into this more before 

making any decisions. 
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Claims: 

Claims submitted for approval. After discussion motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler 

to pay the claims as presented in the amount of $164,847.47.  Motion carried.   

 

Financial Reports: 

Council discussed the financial reports.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Duane Goebel to 

approve the financial reports.  Motion carried. 

 

Minutes: 

Minutes of the 12-27-18 meeting were presented for approval. Motion to accept meeting minutes was made by 

Stephanie Kibler and second by Steve Engel.   Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Items: 

Mayor Goette shared that he had talked with Arlen Brekke on the cement pad for the bench in Crown Ridge.  Arlen 

will work with Keith Langlie on this when he is working on pouring a new driveway. 

 

He also shared that we need to work on making sure that the access to the park in Crown Ridge is identified this 

spring.  We know that there is a 10’ access by Steve Engels home and also behind Arlen Brekke’s home.  We will 

work on this later this year. 

 

Next we need to get someone in to check on the tree conditions in Ellendale and the cost to have them removed if 

they need to be.  We will contact the Steele County Extension office to see if they can help with this. 

 

Next after the last meeting Mayor Goette shared that he noticed that the one light on Main Street that is LED is 

really bright and that the council may want to reconsider changing out the 10 lights on Main Street to LED’s.  This 

will be a discussion for later. 

 

Open discussion Council Members:   

Scott Groth asked Mayor Goette about staying on the EDA Board.  Mayor Goette shared that he would like to 

discuss changing the times that the EDA meets as he would like to stay on. 

 

Steve Engel was asking about the EDA loan for Bio Plastics.  Lee Ann shared the CEDA was working on that last 

week and the EDA would be discussing this on Friday 01-18-19. 

 

Steve also shared from Eric Haefner that the engineer survey will be done in Country View Estate but they are 2-3 

weeks out.  He will let us know when they are coming.  Steve also asked about putting more lights out in County 

View Estates.  Lee Ann will check with Steele Waseca on this. 

 

Stephanie Kibler asked to look into Klemmensen court.  Lee Ann will contact the City Attorney to determine what 

needs to happen to get this done. 

 

Duane Goebel shared that when we purchased the snow plow that it was going to be used for 5 years and then look 

into getting a different one while we still have good equity in our current plow.  We are almost on our 6
th
 year.  He 

has gathered information on what our snow plow is valued at.  Our plow is valued at $25,000 to $30,000.  It was 

shared that we have had an inquiry about selling our snow plow.    Duane has also looked into cost to replace our 

plow.  The cost ranges from $49,900 to $59,900.  Duane shared that this is something that we may want to keep in 

mind and wanted us to start thinking about this. 

 

Duane also shared that we will need a new stainless steel spreader for our current truck by next year.  This cost for 

that is $4,500. 
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A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to close the open meeting and open the closed meeting at 9:20 pm to 

discuss the MLS sales contract and second by Steve Engel.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to close the closed meeting and open the regular council meeting at 9:40 

pm second by Duane Goebel.  Motion Carried 

 

Motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth to adjourn   Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm 

 

 

______________________________                         01-10-2019  

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk/Treasurer                      Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


