
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2019 

7:30 PM 

 

 

Mayor Russell Goette called the meeting to order at 7:30pm.  

 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council members, Scott Groth, Steve Engel, Duane Goebel and Stephanie Kibler 

 

Absent: None 

 

Visitors – Star Eagle Reporter (Jim Lutgens)  

 

Also, in attendance:  Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg, Maintenance Josh Otto and MLS Manager Ralph Diaz 

 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Goette 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

The Agenda for the evening was approved on a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Consent Items 

A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to accept the Minutes and Claims.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Input:  None 

 

Resolutions/Ordinances: 

1. Motion made by Duane Goebel and seconded by Stephanie Kibler to approve Resolution 04-11-19-01 accepting the 

Grant Money from the Otto Bremer Trust to be used for the Fire Departments Grass Rig Truck in the amount of 

$50,940.00. Motion carried (5 yes, 0 no) 

 

2. Motion made by Scott Groth and seconded by Steve Engel to approve Resolution 04-11-196-02 Pollinator 

Resolution.  Carried (5 yes, 0 no)  

 

Reports: 

MLS Updates:  Ralph shared that the Minnesota Department of Health was in for a surprise visit.  There were a few 

items that need to be fixed within the next 6 months.  One of the items is that we need to upgrade of Food License to 

the next level if we want to continue to make our own taco meat and also our own soups.  A motion was made by Scott 

Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the change of the license.  Motion carried. 

 

Next Ralph shared that the end of year pool tournament is coming up in Rochester and he is wondering if the City 

would sponsor them for half the price and the cost would be $150.00.  Motion was made by Scott Groth and second by 

Steve Engel to reimburse Ralph the ½ or $150.00.   

 

It was asked if he has the bands lined up for Ellendale Days.  He shared that he does and it will be Nick Wayne’s band.   

They will be playing on Country and Rock on Friday night and a tribute to Jimmy Buffet on Saturday evening. They 

will perform both nights from 8:00 pm to midnight.  It was discussed about having Old Time music and possibly a 

motorcycle show on Saturday afternoon. 

 

Maintenance Updates: 

Josh shared the quote from Ullands on the mill and overlay of 4
th
 Ave & 6

th
 Ave.  This was discussed.  Steve Engel 

suggested that we table this until the next meeting as Eric Haefner will be in next week to do the survey in Crown 

Ridge and that we should talk to them before we go forward with this.  After further discussion a motion was made by 
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Scott Groth to go ahead with the bid from Ulland with the understanding that these needs to be done by June 1, 2019 or 

the contract is no longer valid.  This was second by Stephanie Kibler.  Motion carried. 

 

Next, Josh talked about the patching that needs to be done.  What can he do this year?  This will need to be looked at 

and then brought back to the council. 

 

Next, Josh found a stainless steel spreader for the snow plow for $900.00.  It appears to be in really good shape.  The 

spreader on our current plow truck is in bad shape and will need to be replaced.  A motion was made by Stephanie 

Kibler and second by Duane Goebel to purchase the spreader for $900.00.  Motion carried. 

 

Next is was discussed about what to do with the tractor we have that is no longer needed and also the F250 pickup 

truck once our new one comes in.  It was discussed if we would need to put these up for bid as sealed bids in the paper 

or if we can just advertise them for sale.  A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler to put 

the tractor up for bids and possibly the pick up if we can do this before it comes in.  Motion carried. 

 

Next Josh shared Steele Waseca Coop Electric has been in and there is possibly some money that they could go in and 

replace all the lights in Crown Ridge and also put in a few more in Country View Estates at no cost to the City.  It 

would also cut back on the cost to operate these lights also.  SWCE is still working on this and will get back to us when 

they have more definitive plans. 

 

Next Josh was asked about the time that they start street sweeping.  They were sweeping at 5:30 in the morning.  It was 

questions if in our ordinances it states that work cannot be started before a specific time.  This will be looked into but 

something to think about for next year. 

 

Clerk items:   

Lee Ann shared that there were 3 emergency shelters in Freeborn County and 1 in Steele County set up for people that 

still do not have electricity due to the recent storm.  Here in town the United Methodist Church is open for anyone that 

needs a place to stay. 

 

Lee Ann shared that she attended the loss control meeting put on by the League of MN Cities last Thursday.  This 

session was very informative.  She learned that the city may need to look into making our Website ADA compliant.   

 

Unfinished Business: 

Consent Items pulled for Consideration:  Nothing 

 

Morton Building update:  Mayor Goette shared that he has still been trying to contact Mr. Senske but still has not 

received a call back from him.  So there are no new updates.  Josh shared that the fire department and the maintenance 

tried switching out buildings.  Not all of the city equipment will go into the fire hall as the doors are not tall enough. 

 

Steve also talked to Spencer Kubat about the type of building to put up.  He did not suggest using a Morton type of 

building for emergency vehicles.  It was talked about getting a quote from Spencer on a Concrete Building. 

 

Service Master Bill:  Lee Ann heard back from the City Attorney.  He suggested sending a letter to Service Master 

explaining that this is not a bill that the city is required to pay as the claims adjustor shared that the city was not at 

fault.   Lee Ann will have the City Attorney send the letter to Service Master. 

 

Codification Manual:  Lee Ann shared that she has met with the City Attorney on 4-8-19 and will meet with him again 

on 4-18-19 to go over the questions and updates that we made.  Once this is done we will update on the next steps. 

 

New Business: 

Consumer Confidence Report: Lee Ann shared the 2018 Drinking Water Consumer Confidence Report (CCR).  This 

report will need to be published in the paper and them sent back to the Minnesota Department of Health to certify it. 

 

Property at 204 5
th
 Ave W:  The Steele County Building Inspector report was shared with the council.   The City 

Attorney has been in contact with the Steele County Building Inspector on this property. Mr. Nelson shared that he is 
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not a structural engineer and could not say that this building is uninhabitable.  Mr. Nelson does feel that this property is 

not safe.  Mark Rahrick shared that the city should start with trying to contact the property owner on record with Steele 

County.  If we do not get any results from this our next step would be to go to court. This will cost the city more that 

the property is worth.  Council agreed to start with this step.  Stephanie did share that she has been in contact with the 

public health on other properties and will see if they can add this one also. 

 

Abatement Proposal:  Mayor Goette shared that he has been working with Marty Walsh and that Marty is encouraging 

the City to look into some type of tax abatement for the open lots.  Mayor Goette is asking the council to approve the 

city to start pursuing this option.  We know that before this is done we will need to go to the county commissioners to 

discuss this also.  Council agreed to have Marty work up an abatement plan and will ask him to present this to the 

council and also the county commissioners. 

 

Mayor/Council Updates: 

Mayor Goette asked if anyone else saw a chicken coop in town. It was shared that this is on a trailer to be sold an 

upcoming auction.  

 

Mayor Goette next shared he has received calls from commercial business owner’s that want to update the front of 

their building and were told that they will need to get a Commercial Engineering Report done first.  This type of report 

costs between $5,000 and $10,000 to be done.  It was asked if anyone else knew anything about this.  We will need to 

discuss this with someone at Steele County to find out what they are actually asking. 

  

Councilmember Scott Groth - Nothing 

 

Councilmember Steve Engel shared a handout from Country View Estates.  We have a property owner that wants to 

have his driveway on Dutton Drive but his lot faces a cul-de-sac.  After discussion it was decided that we will need to 

wait to get the property owners building plans and then address this at that time. 

 

Next Steve shared that Eric Haefner from Bolton and Menk will be in next week to survey the roads in Country View 

Estate and also look at Rose Drive.  Steve shared that he will also ask Eric about re-platting of the cul-de-sac and also 

the cost of renaming a street. 

 

Councilmember Stephanie Kibler - Nothing 

 

Councilmember Duane Goebel - Nothing 

 

At 9:25 pm a motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to close the regular Council Meeting and open the Closed Meeting 

regarding Statute 13D.05 Sub 3C to determine the listing price of the Ellendale Municipal Liquor Store, second by 

Steve Engel. Motion carried.  

 

At 9:30 pm a motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to close the Closed Meeting and re-open the regular Council 

Meeting, second by Scott Groth. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel to adjourn.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 

9:35 pm 

 

______________________________                      4-11-2019___________  

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk/Treasurer                      Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


