
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 2018 
 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Scott Groth, Stephanie Kibler and Steve Engel  

 

Absent:  Duane Goebel 

 

Visitors:  Steele County Times (Dennis Marshall) 

 

Also in attendance: Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg and Maintenance Josh Otto. 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Goette at 7:30 pm. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda was approved with a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Steve Engel.  Motion carried. 

 

No input from the public. 

 

Lee Ann shared a request for a building permit for Mike & Jane Joles.  They are having a hard time finding someone to do 

their garage this year so they would like to put up a 12 x24 shed for the time being and then next year will put up their 

garage.  A motion was made by Steve Engel to approve the request for a Certificate of Compliance so Mike & Jane can get 

a building permit to put up a shed.  This was second by Scott Groth.  Motion carried 

 

Next Steve Engel shared information from Wencl Plumbing as they were in to look at venting the city office.  Steve shared 

that there is water in the crawl space and that we may need to put in a hanging dehumidifier and run the water to the storm 

sewer.  Arlen said that this could be insulated but it would be hard to do.  We will have Josh look at the duct work to see if it 

is wrapped and if not we will probably want to start with that first.  We will continue to monitor this. 

 

Next was Josh Otto with the Maintenance report.  Josh shared that he has not heard from Ullands as to when they will be in 

town to work on the streets. 

 

He also shared that the dialer for the lift station has been installed.  We are waiting to hear back from frontier on when they 

will get in to install the phone line. 

 

It was asked about the insurance claim for Andy Lerberg.  The insurance company made an offer but Andy was told to go 

and get his own quote to see if the amount was enough.  It was asked if the city should be doing a check valve on this 

property.  It would be in the front of Andy’s home.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel for the 

city to put in a check valve.  Motion carried. 

 

Luke has brought in more Rip Raft for the ponds.  It was also asked if Luke is letting someone know when he is dumping.   

Josh shared that he is not always getting notified.  We need to keep an eye on this. We do know that he dumped on 8-9-18. 

 

Josh asked if the new snowplow was a go for later this year.  Josh will call and check on the pricing and hopefully we will 

get this so that it can be paid in 2019. 

 

Next it was mentioned about getting Jerry Ibberson a shed for the EMS equipment.  It only needs to be a size of about 10 x 

12.  Stephanie Kibler will check with Travis Broskoff. 

 

Next the part-time maintenance positon job description was discussed.  The current draft is too detailed so Josh & Steve will 

get together to narrow this down. 

 

Clerk items: 

Reminder Election filing for city council starts on July 31, 2018 at 8: 00 am and ends on Tuesday August 14, 2018 at 5:00 

pm. Filing fee is $2.00.  Primary election is Tuesday 8-14-18 from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm.  Lee Ann will pick of election 

supplies on Friday 8-10-2018. 
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We will start painting the City Clerk’s Office the week of August 13
th
.  I am working on getting 2 bids for construction and 

flooring. 

 

Lee Ann is wondering if we change the meeting on Wednesday, 8-22-18 to be the start of budget planning instead of 

Codification.  This was approved to do this. 

 

Next was the discussion on finalizing of the paint color, floor tile and counter tops for the Community Center bathrooms.  

Motion was made by Russ Goette and seconded by Steve Engel to approval the colors with the paint to be one shade lighter.  

Motion carried with Scott Groth abstaining. 

 

National Night out went well.  I think everyone had a good time. 

 

Next Lee Ann shared that she has found a company to take online payments.  The company is GovPayNet.  They provide all 

the hardware, software, training and support at no cost to the city.  The charge to use the credit card will be on the customer 

and that is how they make their money.  Lee Ann has a webinar scheduled for Friday.  Council agreed that if this is good to 

go ahead and get this set up. 

 

Next the claims were presented in the amount of $195,468.82.  After discussion a motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to 

pay the claims as presented. This was second by Scott Groth.  Motion carried. 

 

Next the financial reports were reviewed.  It was shared it appears that the Muni is losing ground a little each month and we 

need to watch this.  Stephanie Kibler shared that she would like to have the discussion about putting the muni back on the 

market.  Do we use the same realtor or look for someone else?  Nothing else was brought up 

 

The Minutes for the July 26, 2018 regular council meeting were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by Scott 

Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the 7-26-18 minutes as presented. Motion Carried 

 

Mayor items:  

Mayor Russ Goette asked about the quotes on Internet /Phones.  Steve shared that we had a meeting with Radio Link and 

since we are getting internet free from him we need to also get a bid from him.  He will work on this and get it back to us 

soon.  

 

Next Mayor Goette shared that Marty Walsh our CEDA Rep shared that it would be good for the city to have a 

comprehensive plan in place and the cost would be between $8,000 and $10,000.  We will need to plan for this in the budget 

for the future years 

 

Open discussion:   

Council Member Stephanie shared the proposed increases for staff as follows: 

Clerk to $20.24, Maintenance to $26.88, MLS Manager to $23.04, Custodian to $11.52 and Assistant Clerk to $14.42 

effective August 16
th
, 2018. A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to increase wages as presented.  This was seconded by 

Steve Engel.  Motion carried.  

 

Council Member Scott Groth had nothing for this meeting 

 

Council Member Steve Engel shared that he talked to the League of Minnesota Cities on health benefits and that we have a 

meetings tomorrow on the QSEHRA Health care plan to see if this will work for the city. 

 

A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:14 pm. 

 

 

______________________________                      08-09-2018 

Lee Ann Hojberg, Clerk/Treasurer                   Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


