
CITY OF ELLENDALE  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019 

7:30 PM 

 

 
 

Mayor Russell Goette called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  

 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council members Duane Goebel, Scott Groth, Stephanie Kibler and Steve 

Engel. 

 

Absent: None  

 

Visitors – Star Eagle Reporter (Jim Lutgens) 

 

Also, in attendance:  Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg and Fire Chief Logan Busho & Assistant Fire Chief Hayden Feist 

 

 Meeting was called to Order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Goette 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda: 

The Agenda for the evening was approved on a motion by Duane Goebel and second by Stephanie Kibler.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Consent Items: 

1. Minutes from January 24
th

, 2019 meeting  

2. Financial reports 

3. Accounts Payable / Claims 

 

The minutes will be discussed in unfinished business.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie 

Kibler to accept the financial reports and Claims.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Input:   

None 

 

Reports: 

Fire Department: Logan Report that the tanker truck was hit on the Interstate.  This has been turned into the 

Insurance Company.  We have a $250 deductible.  At this time, we are not sure who hit the tanker as they drove off.  

MN Dot is looking at the cameras to see if they can tell who hit the truck.  If anyone knows anything, they are asked 

to contact the MN State Patrol or the Steele County Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Next Logan shared an update on how the new tanker build is progressing.  The build should be done in 90-100 days.  

Logan also shared that they have 2 townships on board to help with the cost of the tanker build.  He will be talking 

to the other townships also.  One township asked if the city would be willing to help with this also.  The council will 

discuss this for the 2020 budget.  They will be taking out a $60,000 loan from the bank and will pay an annual 

payment of $14,000 for 5 years. 
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Next it was shared that we need to look into the heat at the fire hall.   The garage doors need to be replaced as we 

can see open areas along the side.  We have gotten a quote from Overhead Door Company to replace them at 

approx. $14,000.  Duane Goebel will do some calling to get other quotes. 

 

Logan also shared that he had received a call from the Otto Bremer Grant for more information.  We will hear if we 

got this by the end of February.   

 

Next LeeAnn shared that the exterior lights on the north side of the firehall are not working and will need to be 

replaced.  The lights on the south side take a different bulb and should probably be replaced also.  Josh got a quote 

of between $250 and $300 for each light. These are what we have at the Maintenance building.  Russ will look into 

getting more prices on the lights. 

 

Logan asked about any updates on the building.  Mayor Goette shared he has talked with Mr. Senske and that Mr. 

Senske will be down in the next week or so to visit with Russ and will get us into the building at that time.  Mayor 

Goette will contact the Firemen to come to see the building also 

 

Clerk items:   

Codification Manual has been delivered to the City Attorney.  Lee Ann talked to him and he should have this 

reviewed in the next 4 weeks.  Lee Ann may need to go up to his office if he has any questions. 

 

We received a quote of $800 on the light fixture in Crown Ridge that needs to be fixed.  Nelson Electric was the 

ones that put this in and Mayor Goette will talk to them to get a quote from them also. 

 

The Pump House next to the Community Center is in the process of being sealed.  Thein Well is doing the work.  

Because we cannot verify the casings are doubled the State requiring us to go down 200 ft. to make sure it is sealed.  

This will take more cement.  Once done and paid for the paper work for the grant will be filled out and submitted.  

The grant needs to be completed by April 30, 2019. 

 

The NRHEG Community Education would like to use the Community Center again for 4 weeks (2 in June and 2 in 

July) for youth community education classes on Tuesday and Thursday from 12:30 to 3:00.  Council agreed to this 

again 

 

Next Lee Ann shared that she has received a call from a religious group that would like to hold classes every 

Sunday from 4 to 6 pm.  They shared that they did not have a whole lot of money to rent this.  Lee Ann also shared 

that this has been rented on some Sunday’s already.  Stephanie shared that they had also contacted the Steele 

County History Center also.  It was also mentioned that we will be doing construction work this summer on the 

Community Center also so the City felt that we cannot commit to this.  Lee Ann will contact them back. 

 

Lee Ann shared that 2 letters have gone out on Semi Parking in residential area.  Next step would be to contact the 

Sheriff’s office to have them talk to the owner. 

 

Lee Ann shared that she has sent out the Cities Action plan worksheets and that they need to be in by Thursday, 

February 21, 2019.   

 

Mayor Goette asked about the audit information.  LeeAnn shared she is getting close to getting this done. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

Consent Items pulled for Consideration:  The minutes from 01-24-19 were discussed and amended with a word 

change and a couple of spelling changes.  A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Scott Groth to accept 

the minutes as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

Morton Building update:  Mayor Goette shared his information on this during the fire dept report. 

 

New Business: 
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Liquor License: This was discussed on what other towns are charging.  It was mentioned that the Sunday license 

needs to be an extra charge and that the amount cannot be more that $200.00.  The council will need to start 

thinking of what we want to charge.  We will table this until the next meeting on February 28, 2019. 

 

Mayor/Council Updates: 

Mayor Goette shared that he has had a meeting with Blooming Prairie Mayor Curt Esplan and Medford Mayor Lois 

Nelson.  Mayor Esplan shared a trifold handout that the City of Blooming Prairie has done and Mayor Goette feels 

that we should do one of these for the City of Ellendale.  Stephanie shared that this is something that we have talked 

about doing before and that it should be done sending the information to a print shop as the quality will be better.    

Mayor Goette shared that he thought it would be for us to have a presence at the Steele County Home Show.  Mayor 

Goette will take with Marty Walsh (CEDA) to discuss this.  Lee Ann share that the cost this year is $500 and was 

paid for by the EDA last year. 

 

Councilmember Scott Groth asked about removing snow from corners of 3
rd

 St and Main Street.  It is hard to see if 

you are making a left turn from 3
rd

 street S onto Hwy 30.  Josh will be contacted to check on this. 

 

Councilmember Steve Engel shared that we may need to move money around on the sheet for payroll.  He also 

shared that the MN State Auditor office was contacted with a question about net payroll vs gross payroll.  Currently, 

CTAS updated once a year an it was shared that they will add this to the list of items to look into. 

 

Councilmember Stephanie Kibler asked Lee Ann if she had received anything on the engineering plan for the 

community center kitchen.  Lee Ann had not received anything.  Stephanie will make sure this gets to Lee Ann 

 

Councilmember Duane Goebel will check with Morton Builders, Thompson Door and Broskoff Builders on the 

doors for the Fire Hall. 

 

A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel to close the open meeting at 8:35pm to 

discuss the MLS sale.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler to close the closed meeting and reopen the 

regular council meeting at 9:05 pm.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Duane Goebel and second by Stephanie Kibler to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm 

 

 

______________________________                      ______________  

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk/Treasurer                      Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


