
CITY OF ELLENDALE  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019 

7:30 PM 

 

 
 

Mayor Russell Goette called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  

 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council members Duane Goebel, Scott Groth, Stephanie Kibler and Steve 

Engel. 

 

Absent: None  

 

Visitors – Star Eagle Reporter (Jim Lutgens), Dr. Carlson, NRHEG Superintendent, Doug Anderson NRHEG 

Elementary Principal & Rich Mueller, NRHEG School Board member 

 

Also, in attendance:  Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg, MLS Manager Ralph Diaz, EMS Jerry Ibberson, Maintenance Josh 

Otto and Fire Chief Logan Busho 

 

 Meeting was called to Order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Goette 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda: 

The Agenda for the evening was approved on a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Scott Groth.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Consent Items: 

1. Minutes from February 14
th
, 2019 meeting  

2. Accounts Payable / Claims 

 

The claims will be discussed in unfinished business.  A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Duane 

Goebel to accept the minutes from February 14
th
, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Input:   

Dr. Carlson was recognized to share information about the upcoming April 9, 2019 Referendum Vote.  He shared a 

handout that will be sent to all NRHEG households.  The handout contains information about the Referendum and 

what it entails.  He also shared that they will be having informative meetings on Monday March 11, 2019 in 

Ellendale at the NRHEG elementary school and on Thursday March 14
th
 at the NRHEG high school.  Both meeting 

will start at 6:00 pm.  There is also information on the school website.  On the website will be a calculator that will 

give each household an idea of what the increase in their property taxed will be. 

 

Dr. Carlson then opened this up for questions.  Scott Groth asked about the debt that the school has.  Dr. Carlson 

shared that we currently do not have much debt.  It was asked about the timeframe of the referendum. This will be a 

20 year bond.  Steve Engel asked about the 2 bonds that are still on the books.  It was shared that these were for the 

kitchen remodel and also the refinance the bonds that were existing.  We no longer have any school levy bonds at 

this time.  Dr. Carlson shared that the school needs to have a 10 year plan in place and that they review this year to 

year in July. 

 



 2 

It was asked if the school was looking into another bond in the next 5 years for operating levy.  It was also asked if 

there was any plan to make cuts in the school district.  Dr. Carlson could not say one way or another at this time.  It 

was also asked how much money we can have in the school general fund.  It was shared that currently we have a 

fair amount of money in there to help cover any loss of funds. 

 

Next Principal Doug Anderson shared that some of the changed will be to the entrance of the building where 

visitors come in.  They will enter in the east door instead of the current north door. It was explained that this is a 

much needed change to keep our children safe.  It was also asked how big the class room sizes are at the elementary 

school. Mr. Anderson shared the K -2 have 20 or less and 3-5 have 20-25 students.  He shared that we are very 

fortunate to be able to keep the class sizes small. 

 

Reports: 

EMS:  Jerry Ibberson shared information on the recent blizzard from February 23-25.  It was shared that Vibrant 

Life church opened their doors to 46 people.  There were about 7 volunteers that put in 227 hours.  Ross Sletten 

stayed open so that we could get supplies and food.  Vibrant Life church also provided food.  Jerry will be taking 

these bills to the Steele County EMS to get them paid.  This occurred when Casey’s closed their doors on Sunday 

morning.  Jerry shared that they did have procedures to contact him but they were not visible on the office bulletin 

board.  Jerry has been in touch with the manager and he will be working with them to make sure all employees are 

trained as to where the procedures are posted and how to follow them.  Steele County EMS will also be having a 

follow-up review session for the whole county.  Jerry asked the council to consider continuing to look into a 

building so that the cots and blankets can be stored other than upstairs of the maintenance building.  Jerry also 

shared that we will need to get a copy of the emergency contract to Vibrant Life church to sign.  Lee Ann will get 

this to Jerry.  Jerry will also be working with Mr Anderson on tornado awareness for the school soon. 

 

MLS:  Ralph shared that he will be having a pool tournament on March 29
th
 and 30

th
.  He will have a sign-up sheet 

for 24 people.  He also shared that he wants to redo the menus with new items.  He shared the MLS was busy over 

the weekends with the recent storms. 

 

Fire Department: Logan shared that the Fire Relief Association’s Fish Fry’s have been set for Friday March 8
th
 and 

Friday April 5
th
 from 5:00 pm until gone. 

 

Logan shared they received the Otto Bremer Trust Grant for $50,940.  This is for the Grass Rig truck replacement.  

We will get the paper work filled out and sent back to Otto Bremer Trust and will get the new grass rig ordered in 

the next few weeks.   The fire department will need to pay $7,000 for this new rig and the rest will be covered by 

the grant.  Once they have the new rig they will put the old one up for sale with sealed bids. 

 

Next Logan shared that he is still working with the Insurance Company on the tanker that was hit.  He is afraid that 

is may come back as not repairable but will need to wait to see what they say. 

 

The old pumper is being sold to Rory Fire Department in Rory MO for $1.00.  They will pay to have this shipped 

down to them.  A purchase agreement will be sent to them to sign.  Lee Ann is working on getting the title for this 

truck. 

 

Logan asked if there were any updates on the Building out by Casey’s.  Mayor Goette shared that Mr. Senske has 

not been down due to the recent weather but hopefully once the weather clears up he will be down.   

 

Maintenance Updates:  Josh shared that Thein Well has been in and that due to having to follow MDH guidelines 

they have had to uses 27 yards of cement so far and they are not done yet.  LeeAnn has contacted the MDA to see if 

there is any m more help that we can receive but they have not gotten back to her yet. 

 

Josh shared that are current snow blower is not handling our tractor and the current amount of snow that we have 

received.  There is a 9 ft. blower that is bigger than the one we have and would be able to handle our snow drifts 

better.  Mayor Goette looked at this when he was at Smith Mill today.  It is $1,500 with trade in for a new one.  A 
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motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel to purchase the new blower for $1,500.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Next we went on to discuss the new truck through rural water government fleet program.  The council reviewed the 

quotes.  We tabled this until our next meeting on 3-14-19 so that we could go and look at the state program to see if 

we can get anything cheaper. 

 

Clerk items:   

Lee Ann asked for a motion to transfer $3,000 grant money from the FD saving to the FD checking to pay for the 

items that have been purchased with grant money.  A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie 

Kibler.  Motion carried 

  

Lee Ann asked to attend a Loss Control training session put on by the League of MN cities.  THE cost would be 

$20.00. Council was ok for her to attend.  The date will be April 4
th
 in Mankato 

 

Next Lee Ann asked about purchasing a vacuum cleaner for the community building.  We have tried to fix the old 

one but it is still not working.  It is not plugged and a new belt was put on but the rollers will not go around.   A 

motion was made by Duane Goebel and second by Stephanie Kibler to go to A-Best Sew & Vac to purchase a 

Riccar vacuum for under $200.00.  Motion carried 

 

Unfinished Business: 

Consent Items pulled for Consideration:  The claims were discussed as Lee Ann received an extra claim that need to 

be paid.  The new claims amount is $35,486.47.  A motion was made by Scott Groth to pay the claims as presented 

and was second by Steve Engel. Motion carried. 

 

Morton Building update:  Mayor Goette shared his information on this during the fire dept. report.  Still need to get 

quotes for a new building also. 

 

Liquor License Fees: This was tabled from last meeting.  After discussion about  needing to do financial and 

criminal background checks along with the paper work that needs to be sent to the state each year,  Mayor Goette 

suggested the following fees $1,200 on sale, $100 off sale and $200 Sunday  sales for a total of $1,500.   A motion 

was made by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to accept the fees totaling $1,500.  Motion carried. 

 

New Business: 

Easement: Requesting an Easement 10 ft. wide on Lot 6 of the MLS property so there will be a walk way for Paul & 

Mary Groth’s apt. building.  A motion was made by Steve Engel to approve the easement and was second by 

Stephanie Kibler.  Motion carried with Scott Groth abstaining. 

 

Fire Hall Doors:  Next the quote we received from Overhead Doors and Prime Garage doors were discussed.  There 

were some questions on if Prime Door matched Overhead door.  Duane will check with Prime on this.  We tabled 

this until 3-14-19. 

 

Mayor/Council Updates: 

Mayor Goette asked about looking into getting a used trailer to store the cots and blankets that were used in the 

recent blizzard.  Stephanie Kibler shared that we have used these once in possibly 10 years.  Do we really need 

these?  Just something for us to keep this in mind as we move forward with this possible purchase. 

 

Next Mayor Goette wanted to thank Josh for the great job he has been doing this winter with all the snow. 

 

Councilmember Scott Groth asked to have a thank you sent to Vibrant Life church for opening their church in the 

recent blizzard.  Lee Ann will send this. 

 

Next he asked about looking at putting some money into short term CD’s. Lee Ann will get numbers for the next 

meeting. 
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He also shared that he found the ambulance door open and was wondering if anyone else has seen this.  He did talk 

to the ambulance personnel about making sure that they get closed to help with the heating bill.  

 

Scott also asked that when we do the engineering for the fire hall building that we include an engineer report to 

enclosed the clerk’s office with the Community Building.  This way we would also have additional storage toward 

the back and handicap accessibility from the Community Center to the Clerk’s office. 

 

Councilmember Steve Engel had nothing to share. 

 

Councilmember Stephanie Kibler had nothing to share 

 

Councilmember Duane Goebel shared he will get more information on the Fire Hall Garage doors. 

  

Motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Steve Engel to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm 

 

 

______________________________                      ______________  

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk/Treasurer                      Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


