
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING, 

THURSDAY, MAY 24
TH

, 2018 
 

 
Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Scott Groth, Steve Engel, Duane Goebel and Stephanie Kibler 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Visitors: Star Eagle Reporter Melanie, Mike & Jane Joles, Sylvia Archer & Dan Carroll 

 

Also in attendance: Lee Ann Hojberg & Maintenance Supervisor Josh Otto 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Goette at 7:30 pm. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda was approved with a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Steve Engel. Motion carried. 

 

Sylvia Archer was recognized first.  She shared that she is a Candidate for Steele County Commissioner for District 1.  She 

is here to see if there are any items that she can help with.  She wants to get her name out that she is running for Steele 

County Commissioner.  Scott asked her about concerns with housing.  She shared that she noticed that we have empty lots 

in town and would like to work on getting them filled. 

 

Mike & Jane Joles are asking for permission to put us a 24 x 32 foot garage to the east of the current garage.  It would be 

attached to the house.    They shared that they will be between 8 and 9 feet from the property line.  It was shared per our 

ordinance it needs to be 10 feet from the property line.  There are tree/limbs that will need to be cut or trimmed up also.  To 

comply with our ordinance we will need to do a variance which will require a public hearing.  They will stop into the office 

to get this set up. 

 

Dan Carroll was recognized next. He is here to get his Certificate of Compliance to build his garage. He shared the 

drawings/plans for the garage.  Dan shared he will be putting some cheaper vinyl siding on the garage for now to match his 

house.  He plans to completely reside his house in the near future.  A motion was made by Steve Engel to approve the 

drawing and to issue the Certificate of Compliance form.  This was second by Stephanie Kibler.  Motion carried 

 

Next up was Josh Otto.  Josh shared the Information from Ulland Brothers on the cost of mill and overlaying streets in 

Ellendale. He shared that the costs for asphalt is high right now.  Josh shared he would like to do 2 of the 5 streets this year.  

This will also allow us a small amount of money left to do some patching.  It was asked about patching on Rose Drive as at 

one time there was a resident that was dumping their sump pump on to the lot next to them and this was going onto the 

road.  It was asked if this is still being done.  Josh thought that there was a broken tile that would need to be fixed.  They 

will need to work with Arlen on this.  We have a budget of $70,000 for roads this year.  After discussion it was decided 

that we should be getting a second bid for this.  We will talk to Gene G. as he does this type of work also. Steve will also 

call Eric Haefner to get names for others as well. 

 

Next Josh asked about purchasing a gas trimmer.  The one the city has is no longer working.  Josh got 2 prices for a FS94  

28 cc was $359 and a 24 cc was $279.  These were from Kibble Equipment.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and 

Second by Stephanie Kibler to purchase the FS94 for $359.00.  Motion Carried. 

 

Next Josh asked about grass clipping be put onto the street.  We currently do not have anything in our ordinance.   This will 

be added to the Codification manual as we are working through this.  It was asked if we were going to do another 

newsletter and that we could add this to the newsletter.  Lee Ann said that she had not planned on doing one until next fall 

as she had just sent on out. 

 

The lawn mower lease will be up in August of this year.  The R model with a 60” deck with a push button to raise the deck 

is $2762 and the M series you need to manually raise the deck is $2488.  A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and 

second by Scott Groth to go with the R Series mower.  Motion carried.  Josh will call on the new mower.  
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Josh shared that Russ has been helping him out with running to Janesville and other items.  Josh asked if Russ could 

continue to do this.    We would need to do an affidavit on this.  We also talked about hiring school kids to help out.  A 

Motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Scott Groth to hire Russ Goette to help out for an emergency 30 day 

timeframe (June 30, 2018) at the same rate of pay that Aaron Halla is getting.  Motion carried with Mayor Goette 

abstaining. 

 

Next were clerk items: LeeAnn shared that MLS manage Ralph Diaz could not be at the meeting tonight and would like the 

council approval of hiring Keren Smith as a part-time cook at the MLS.  A motion made by Stephanie Kibler and second 

by Steve Engel to hire Keren Smith as a cook.  Motion carried. 

 

Next was the approval for the township fire contracts.  A motion was may by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler 

to approve the Fire Contracts with the townships. Motion carried. 

 

Next LeeAnn asked if she could lock the community center doors when she leaves for the night if there are no activities 

there in the evening.  Also the north door by the fire hall is there any reason for that to be unlocked during the day.  

Council agreed that the north door does not need to be unlocked and that Lee Ann can lock them when she leaves if there is 

no one using the community center. 

 

Next was how to handle the Railroad blocking the intersection. Who should be calling this in?  It was shared that anyone 

can call this in.  Stephanie asked if this should be documented.  We will keep a log at the city office as to when these were 

called in. 

 

Next Lee Ann shared the letter from the League of MN Cities and they will not be increasing their Levy amounts for 2019. 

 

Community Center Restrooms were discussed next.  Lee Ann shared the cost from each area was a total of $12,762.00 with 

an additional 816.00 from the Fire Department for the wiring for the Extractor washing machine.  It was shared that we 

should be getting a second set of estimates on this. It was also shared that we should have plans as to what is being done.  

The restroom project will be what the $12,000 the city has set aside for this year will be used for.  Stephanie shared that the 

foundation is working on raising $10,000 this year as a donor will match up to $10,000.  This money cannot be government 

money so they will need to raise $10,000. We will ask Arlen to come to a meeting with the plans for the council.  It was 

discussed that the City has guaranteed $12,000 per year for 3 years and that the Community Foundation needs to raise 

$70,000 in 3 years. 

 

The claims were presented next in the amount of $18,860.22. After discussion, a motion was made by Scott Groth to pay 

the claims as presented. This was second by Duane Goebel. Motion carried. 

 

Next the Minutes for the May 10, 2018 meeting were discussed.  After review, a motion was made by Scott Groth and 

second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mayor items:  

Mayor Goette shared that the county has been working on the PT9 ditch that is plugged near the Aronson property on 8
th
 

Ave.  The county will probably be putting in PCV tile in this.  Mayor Goette will keep the Aronson family in the loop as to 

what is happening. 

 

Mayor Goette shared that he has talked with Jim Senske and they have hired a lending associate to work on the plans for 

their building.  They are hoping to break ground late summer/early fall. 

 

Next mayor Goette shared that the curb in the ally on 5
th
 Street by Doris Sletten’s home is getting to be in bad shape.  The 

curb need to be cut our and widen as the garbage truck are driving over this and it is breaking down. 

 

Next Mayor Goette shared that Ed Reiss was in and vented out the furnace to bring in fresh air in from the outside instead 

of from the crawl space.  In doing this Ed shared that we need to vents in the crawl space to remove the bad air.  
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Mayor Goette also shared that Ralph had asked about the cooks wearing shorts when cooking.   LeeAnn shared that Ralph 

has talked to the inspector and they can wear shorts just not open toe shoes. 

Open discussion:   

 

Council Member Scott Groth had nothing for this meeting. 

 

Council Member Steve Engel shared with the Council that he has talked to MN Dot and they are pushing the project back 

to 2026 or 2027.  They will do a think mill & overlay in 2021 through town.  This will allow the city to have the Water 

tower loans paid off and they we can do Hwy 30 and possibly other streets in town.  Steve also shared that Regions can be 

paid off using tax levy money if we choose to do this. 

 

 Council Member Stephanie Kibler had nothing for this meeting 

 

Council Member Duane Goebel had nothing for this meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Scott Groth to adjourn the meeting, second by Stephanie Kibler. Motion carried  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________                      05-24-2018 

Lee Ann Hojberg City Clerk             Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


