
MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2018 
 

 

Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Scott Groth, Stephanie Kibler, and Steve Engel & Duane Goebel 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Visitors: Keith Langlie and Steele County Times (Dennis Marshall) 

 

Also in attendance: Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg, MLS Manager Ralph Diaz and Maintenance Josh Otto. 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Goette at 7:30 pm. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda was approved with a motion by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler.  Motion carried. 

 

Nothing from the public. 

 

Lee Ann shared a request for a building permit from Brekke Construction.    He is building a new slab home on Simplicity 

Drive.  Setback requirements are met.  A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to approve the request for a Certificate of 

Compliance so Brekke Construction can get a building permit.  This was second by Steve Engel.  Motion carried 

Steve Engel will take to Arlen about not putting the water shutoff in the driveway. 

 

Next MLS Manager Ralph Diaz was recognized.  Ralph shared that he would like to hire Trissa Johnson as a bartender.  He 

shared Chloe Sunde will be returning to college in a couple of weeks and he will be short bartenders.  He will have a trial 

basis for a month to make sure Trissa will work out.  A motion was made by Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler 

to approve the hiring of Trissa Johnson. 

 

Ralph also shared that he still wants to bag his own ice and is looking into if we need a commercial freezer for this.  

 

Steve asked Ralph how the grill has been working.  He shared that we have had no issues lately.   

 

It was shared that the car show did not have a real great turnout.  Ralph also shared that he may do a bean bag tournament 

something this fall.  Pool and Dart leagues are starting to get form for the upcoming season. So far he has 2 pool teams and 

1 dart team.  Josh asked if the MLS would be willing to sponsor a softball team next year.  This will be looked into later.  

Stephanie also asked about getting a banner made to hang at the softball fields in Owatonna.  She will get prices on this. 

 

Next was Josh Otto with the Maintenance report.  Groundmasters was in to the do the dust control on Dutton drive.  The 

firefighters have been painting the fire hall wall.  The lockers are in and the firefighters will be putting them together this 

weekend.  Also, there is an outlet that needs to be looked and possibly repaired.  Josh also shared a picture of the mural that 

they want to put on the wall. 

 

Ullands will be in toward the end of July early August to do the 2 streets.  The council also asked what else need to be 

fixed.  There is a spot on Rose Drive by Buffy Bergland that needs to be repaired.  This will be looked into. 

 

Josh shared that the lights in the hallway of the community center are failing.  The balsas’ are failing.  Ressler Electric was 

in and shared that they will need to be hard wired.    

 

He also shared that the dialer for the lift station has been installed.  There is also a leak at the Water Treatment center that 

will need to be replaced.   This has been fixed the best that we can.  It is now just a slow drip.  He has contacted someone 

to come in and replace this. 
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Next he shared a quote for landscaping by the clerk’s office and also by the community center.  This will be looked at for 

the 2019 budget.  See handed out quote pricing.  We will also want to look into fixing sidewalks also.  We may also want 

to look at the ramp at some point also.  We also need to look into putting in vents at the city office. 

 

Next was Budget revision and cost of living raises.  Steve Engel shared some moving around of budget items to possible 

have money to allow for raises to employees.  He distributed a worksheet with each of the council members.  One of the 

areas that we moved money was the sealing of the well.  We can do this in 2019 and still use the grant money.  With the 

changes that has made the difference is $14,617.    Council agreed to the changes that were made.  We moved the Fire Hall 

Roof to Capital Project.  It was shared that we also need the gross pay to show up on the CTAS reports.  We will need to 

talk to the State Auditor’s Office on this. 

 

Stephanie shared that we should do the review first and then discuss the possibility of giving raises.  Stephanie also shared 

that the current pay equity allows for a 3% increase for each step.  We do not need to do this across the board. 

 

We will do the employee reviews on Monday August 6
th
 and will discuss any increases after that.  We will discuss this at 

the August 9
th
 meeting. 

 

Clerk items: 

Lee Ann brought forward Resolution 07-16-18-01 for a rebate check to be issued from the MLS to the Fire Relief 

Association which is from the fish purchased for their fish fry.  A motion by Steve Engel and seconded by Duane Goebel 

to approve Resolution 07-26-18-01 for the rebate to be given to the Fire Relief Association.  Motion carried. 

  

Reminder Election filing for City council starts on July 31, 2018 at 8: 00 am and ends on Tuesday August 14, 2018 at 5:00 

pm. Filing fee is $2.00.  Primary election is Tuesday 8-14-18 from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm 

 

Next, we need to set up the next codification manual meeting.  We will meet on Wednesday 8-22-18 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Lee Ann shared that we had 2 applications for the part-time maintenance position.  After discussion it was decided that 

Josh and possibly a commissioner would set up the interviews. Lee Ann shared a draft of a part-time maintenance position.  

This is just a starting point.  Josh will need to review to see what needs to be changed.  They will set up interviews. 

 

National Night Out is set and ready to go for Tuesday August 7, 2018 from 5:30 – 7:30 

 

Lee Ann shared the spreadsheet on phone/internet prices.  Council asked her to make a recommendation to the council in 

the next month. 

 

Next the claims were presented in the amount of $16,347.46.  After discussion a motion was made by Scott Groth to pay 

the claims as presented. This was second by Stephanie Kibler.  Motion carried. 

 

The Minutes for the July 12, 2018 regular council meeting were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by 

Duane Goebel and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the 7-12-18 minutes as amended. Motion Carried 

 

The Minutes for the July 18, 2018 codification work session were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by 

Steve Engel and second by Stephanie Kibler to approve the 7-18-18 codification work session minutes as presented. 

Motion Carried 

 

Mayor items:  

Mayor Russ Goette asked about the Community Center Restrooms as to where we are at with this.  It was shared that Arlen 

cannot get anyone else to bid this out.  A motion as made by Mayor Goette and second by Steve Engel to go with the bids 

that we originally had.  Duane Goebel also agreed to this with Scott Groth and Stephanie Kibler abstaining from the vote. 

Motion Carried with 3 yeah 0 nay and 2 abstaining. 

 

Mayor Goette also asked about the insurance claim for Andy Lerberg.  It was shared that the insurance company is 

working directly with Andy. 

 



 3 

Next Mayor Goette asked the council to think about possible annexing over the interstate to the east of Ellendale. We also 

need to work on a plan for annexation.  It was discussed that we need to get a comprehensive plan in place. 

 

Open discussion:   

Council Member Stephanie shared that she would like to have a discussion in the next month to talk about putting the muni 

up for sale again. 

 

Council Member Duane Goebel had nothing for this meeting 

 

Council Member Scott Groth asked why Russ & Cynthia Nelson could not get water from the City to water the flowers.  It 

was shared with him that they had been turned down by the City.  Council is not sure where this came from.  The council 

agreed that they can come get water at any time.  Also, a thank you should be sent to Russ and Cynthia Nelson for water 

the flowers on Main Street and also weeding the flower garden.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by 

Stephanie Kibler to reimburse Russ and Cynthia Nelson $200 for the supplies to water the flowers. Motion carried. 

 

Council Member Steve Engel had nothing for this meeting 

 

A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Stephanie Kibler to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm. 

 

______________________________                      07-26-18 

Lee Ann Hojberg, Clerk/Treasurer                   Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


