
 

MINUTES OF ELLENDALE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING,  

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2018 
 

 
Present were: Mayor Russell Goette, Council Members Scott Groth, Steve Engel and Stephanie Kibler 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Visitors: Star Eagle (Melanie), Rebecca Charles (CEDA) & Sheriff Lon Thiele, 

 

Also in attendance: Clerk Lee Ann Hojberg,  

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Goette at 7:30 pm. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda was approved with a motion by Stephanie Kibler and second by Duane Goebel.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheriff Thiele was recognized.  He shared he was here as a visitor.  He did ask how the reports that the council is now 

getting is going.  They shared that they like them.  He also shared that there is more of a presence of deputies here during 

the morning and afternoon school hours.  This is to protect our children.  Stephanie shared that she had heard good 

comments on this. 

 

Rebecca Charles was next.  She redid the estimates for the City Parks basketball court.  The estimates came in at 

$24,213.29.  She will apply for the 50% matching grant.  If the grant is approved the city would need to set aside $13,000 

for the EDA to pay for their portion. A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler to approve resolution 03-08-18-01 to 

approve designation $13,000 in 2019 to the EDA.  This was second by Scott Groth.  Motion carried. 

 

Rebecca was asked if she had heard any more on Woodstream.  She has not since the initial call came in on this.  Lee Ann 

shared that she had received an email from a realtor that was looking for commercial land.  This was shared with them also. 

 

Next the home show was discussed which will be March 23-25.  We have the flash drives and Rebecca will be working on 

the tri-folds for the show.  We will need workers for this. 

 

Clerk items: 

Lee Ann shared the layout that she would like to see done in the clerk’s office.   It was asked by Stephanie if the door in the 

conference room should be a push bar door.  This will need to be looked into.  A motion was made by Duane Goebel and 

second by Stephanie Kibler to move forward with the rearranging of the clerk’s office.    Lee Ann will put together a 

timeline later in April with the costs. 

 

Next Lee Ann asked about combining the water delinquent ordinance and the water shut off policy.  After discussion is 

was decided to leave them separate.   

 

Next we discussed the fee schedules and Lee Ann will get this to the council at the next codification meeting on 3-13-18. 

 

Lee Ann shared Tami Hallum’s letter of resignation.  A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to 

accept Tami’s resignation as a bartender.  Motion carried.  With this resignation Lee Ann shared that she has put ads in the 

papers for the next two weeks. 

 

Codification manual work session is scheduled for 3-13-18 at 7:00 pm.  We will discuss the fee schedule. 
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Next it was discussed about Russell Goette helping out as a temporary cook.  Russell Goette recused himself and turned the 

meeting over to Scott Groth.  A motion was made by Stephanie Kibler and second by Steve Engel to hire Russell Goette on 

a temporary basis until June 30, 2018 to help out cooking at the MLS.  Motion Carried.  Scott Groth then turned the 

meeting back over to Mayor Goette. 

 

The claims were presented next in the amount of $54,904.82.  After discussion a motion was made by Duane Goebel to pay 

the claims as presented. This was second by Scott Groth.  Motion carried. 

 

Next the financial papers were discussed.  All the financial were good.  The MLS month report was discussed next.  It was 

shared that the MLS was once again selling drink chips.  It was discussed that a few years ago they decided to not use 

them.  It is hard to control these chips and the bottom line will need to be watched.   A roll call vote was done as to if we 

should allow the drink chips.  Stephanie –no, Duane – no, Scott – yes, Steve – Would like to discuss this with Ralph further 

before making a decision either way.  Russ also said to talk to Ralph first before making a decision to see what his plan for 

inventory control is.  Ralph will be invited to attend the next meeting.  Also, Mayor Goette, and Stephanie Kibler will meet 

with Ralph also to discuss drink pours.  The meeting was set up for 3-13-18 at 2:00 pm. 

 

The Minutes for the February 22nd regular Council meeting were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by 

Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to approve the Minutes as presented. Motion Carried 

 

The Minutes for the February 27th special meeting with MN Dot were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by 

Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to approve the Minutes as presented. Motion Carried 

 

The Minutes for the February 27
th
 work session (codification) were discussed next. After review, a motion was made by 

Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to approve the Minutes as presented. Motion Carried 

 

Mayor items:  

Mayor Russ Goette shared he talked with Jerry Thompson and the Memories car show will not be a part of Ellendale Days 

this year due to the Back to 50’s car show in Minneapolis.  He also shred that he did not think that the Fire Department was 

going to be doing their youth dance either.  

 

Stephanie shared the Lloyd Kaplan had shared with her that they would be having a car show on Main Street during 

Ellendale Days.  This will need to be looked into further with Lloyd. 

 

Next, the sidewalk in front of Russ Nelson’s Building needs to be addressed.  The cement is coming up with the frost 

leaving the ground.  We will talk to Scott Johnson from MN Dot to see if they will help out on this.  It was shared that 

when the sidewalks were done the city signed off on this so the question is now who is in responsible for this.  Lee Ann 

will check with the City attorney and report back at the next meeting 

 

Open discussion:   

Council Member Stephanie asked about the lawsuit and it was shared that we do not have any new updates. 

 

Stephanie also asked about the sheets that were handled out on the streets on 7
th
 Ave by Jule Johnson’s apartments.  Steve 

shared that we had asked Mark Rahrick on what could be done on 7
th
 Ave.  Mark shared that if this was platted depending 

on the width of the road that we may be able to widen the road.  This was platted and shows the road is 66 feet wide.  We 

could go into the right of way and make the road a little wider so that we would have a wider road which would allow more 

room for them to park.  We will need to talk to the Apartment building owner and possibly the other landowners. 

 

Council Member Duane Goebel asked about the train blocking the tracks across Hwy 30.  It was shared earlier this week 

that the crossing was blocked for more the 30 minutes.  It was also shared by others that this had happened earlier in the 

day also.  Duane will contact the Railroad to see why this is happening. 

 

Duane shared that Josh would like to hire Aaron Halla for snow removal next year.  We will need to work on so that we 

have a job description for this. 
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Next Duane shared that the pickup/plow will need repair or a different one purchased.  This is something we can look into 

for next year.  It was asked what we have done for repairs on the truck in the last year. 

  

Council Member Scott Groth had nothing for open discussion. 

 

Council Member Steve Engel was next for open discussion.   He shared that there will be another meeting in the next few 

weeks with MN Dot’s street department.  They now want to narrow the rod from 51 feet to 48 feet.  More will be discussed 

on this at the next meeting with MN Dot. 

 

A motion was made by Scott Groth and second by Steve Engel to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________________                      03-08-2018 

Lee Ann Hojberg, Clerk/Treasurer                   Date 

The minutes are a true and exact copy of the minutes as they appear in the Cities Minute Book. 


